
Request approval to renew 15 Clinical Assessment Service Agreements which will enable D-rate 
Assessors to continue the provision of clinical assessment services throughout Los Angeles County.

SUBJECT

June 06, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO RENEW 15 CLINICAL 
ASSESSMENT SERVICE AGREEMENTS FOR 
FISCAL YEARS 2012-13 THROUGH 2016-17

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve and instruct the Director of Mental Health (Director), or his designee, to prepare, sign, 
and execute 15 Clinical Assessment Service Agreements (Agreements) substantially similar to 
Attachment I, with licensed clinicians listed on Attachment II. These Agreements will be effective July 
1, 2012, with four automatic one-year renewal periods through Fiscal Year (FY) 2016-17.  The total 
estimated annual cost of the Agreements is $474,213 per fiscal year and approximately $2,371,065 
over the five (5) year term, funded by Sales Tax Realignment (State Match) revenue, Federal 
Financial Participation (FFP), and Intrafund Transfer from the Department of Child and Family 
Services (DCFS).

2.  Delegate authority to the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute future 
Agreements with other qualified licensed clinicians to perform mental health assessments for the 
Specialized Foster Care Schedule “D” Program (D-rate Program) provided that: 1) any future 
Agreement is necessary  to meet program needs; 2) your Board has appropriated sufficient funds for 
such Agreements; 3) approval of County Counsel is obtained prior to execution; and 4) the Director 



notifies your Board and the Chief Executive Office (CEO) of the Agreement within 30 days after the 
execution of any Agreement. 

3.  Delegate authority to the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute amendments to 
these Agreements provided that: 1) the amended contract rates do not exceed an increase of 10 
percent from the last Board approved contracted rates; 2) any increase will be used to meet program 
needs; 3) your Board has appropriated sufficient funds for all changes; 4) County and contractor 
may, by written amendments, reduce applicable contracted rates; 5) approval of County Counsel is 
obtained prior to any such amendment; and 6) the Director notifies your Board and the CEO of 
Agreement changes in writing within 30 days after the execution of any amendment. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Board approval of the recommended action will allow Department of Mental Health (DMH) to enter 
into new Agreements with 15 existing providers, listed in Attachment II, whose contracts are expiring, 
and with additional qualified, licensed clinicians in order to ensure sufficient clinical resources to 
perform D-Rate mental health assessments of children and adolescents who are under the 
supervision of DCFS.  Attachment III provides information regarding Contracting with 
Minority/Women-Owned Percentage of Ownership in Firms Contracting with the County.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended Board actions support County Strategic Plan Goal 3, Integrated Services 
Delivery.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total funding available for these Agreements in FY 2012-13 is $474,213 fully funded by Sales 
Tax Realignment (State Match) in the amount of $196,606, FFP in the amount of $227,607, and 
Intrafund Transfer from DCFS in the amount of $50,000.  Funding for FY 2012-13 has been 
requested in DMH’s Recommended Budget.  The Agreements are utilized on an “as needed” basis 
and do not contain a contract dollar amount. Funding for future fiscal years will be requested during 
the annual budget process request. 

There is no net County cost impact associated with the recommended actions.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

DCFS provides a D-rate Program for children and adolescents who have been diagnosed with 
severe emotional disturbance (SED).  The D-rate Program is designed for DCFS eligible children 
who require additional funding to compensate for specialized care received in D-rate certified homes 
due to severe and persistent emotional and/or behavioral difficulties exhibited by their poor 
functioning at school, at home, and/or in the community.  In the absence of D-rate caregiver homes, 
these children would require more restrictive and higher cost placements.  There is a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) between DCFS and DMH to identify the terms and conditions to provide 
uniform standards and procedures for: 1) conducting clinical assessments of children in the D-rate 
Programs; 2) linking these children to appropriate mental health services; and 3) providing follow-up 
evaluations to determine progress and status.
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DCFS D-rate Evaluators review all referrals for D-rate eligibility determination prior to sending the 
referrals to DMH for clinical assessments.  DMH provides clinical assessments to determine and 
recommend mental health treatment/needs for the children and to recommend the children and 
adolescents for the D-rate Program if they meet the criteria for SED.  DMH is responsible for training 
and qualifying licensed clinicians to conduct D-rate assessments.  These assessments are 
conducted countywide.  Since mental health status is not static, the children and adolescent need to 
be reassessed periodically (at least every 12 months) to update the information regarding the needs 
of mental health treatment and other supportive services. 

The attached Agreement format has been approved as to form by County Counsel.  DMH 
administrative staff will review and monitor the contractor’s adherence to the Agreement to ensure 
that the services requested under the D-rate Program are provided and that Agreement provisions 
and Departmental policies are being followed. The Agreement format includes four (4) revised or 
mandated provisions: Contractor Alert Reporting Database (CARD), Background and Security 
Investigations, Local Small Business Enterprise Preference Program, and Indemnification and 
Insurance requirements.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

All of the 15 licensed clinicians have existing agreements with DMH, which will expire on June 30, 
2012, and are being renewed because of the continuing needs for their specialized services. DMH 
continuously accepts applicants from qualified, licensed clinicians. Based on need, DMH selects 
individuals for their specialized clinical assessment skills and experience in evaluating children and 
adolescents for the D-rate Program.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended actions will allow current and future contractors to perform uninterrupted, 
accessible mental health assessments to determine service needs and the level of supervision of 
DCFS children and adolescents throughout Los Angeles County.
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MARVIN J. SOUTHARD, D.S.W.

Director of Mental Health

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
Chairperson, Mental Health Commission

Respectfully submitted,

MJS:BM:PM:alm
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